Human breast milk stimulates bile acid secretion by fetal rabbit liver in organ culture.
Fetal livers from rabbits at 30 days of gestation were grown in organ culture and the effect of human milk added to the culture medium on the ability of liver to excrete bile acids (cholylglycine) was examined. Human breast milk promoted a concentration related increase in cholylglycine accumulation in the medium. The factor(s) present in milk responsible for this effect appear to be non-protein in nature and is associated with the floating lipid fraction. Furthermore, milk enhances the integrity of liver explants, as established by light microscopy.